Wi	INTRODUCTION.
less of the industrial and military qualities of European
nations, but far more of the gentler qualities developed
by a spiritual and quietist disposition,such as charity,ho$-
pitality sobriety, benevolence, forgiveness, and mercy.
The Greeks spoke of the ancient Hindus as "sober, moderate, pea-
ceable; good soldiers; good farmers; remarkable for simplicity and in-
tegrity ; so reasonable as never to have recourse to a lawsuit and so
honest as nither to require locks to their doors nor writings to bind
their agreements. Above all, it is said that no Indian was ever known
to tell an untruth." *
James Forbes says in his "Oriental Memoirs" :f "I sometimes frequent-
ed places where the natives had never seen an European, and were
ignorant of every thing concerning us: there I beheld manners and
customs simple as were those in the patriarchal age; there in the very
style of Robecca and the damsels of Mesopotamia, the Hindoo villagers
treated me with that artless hospitality so delightful in the poems
of Homer, and other ancient records. On a sultry day, near a Zinore
village, having rode faster than mv attendants, while waiting their
arrival under a tamarind tree, a young woman came to the well; t
asked for a little water, bat neither of us having a drinking vessel, she
hastily left me, as I imagned, to bring an earthen cup for the purpose,
as I should have polluted a vessel of metal ; but aa Jael when Sisera
asked for water, "gave him milk, and brought forth butter in a lordly
dish,"—Judges Ch. V. Ver. 25, so did this village damsel with more
sincerity than Heber's wife, bring me a pot of milk, and a lump of
butter on the delicate leaf of the banana, "the lordly dish" of the
Hindoos. The former I gladly accepted; on my declining the latter
she immediately made it up into two balls, and gave one to each of the
oxen that drew my hackery. Butter is a luxury to these Atninals, and
enables them to bear additional fatigue."
* Elphinstone's History of India, Co'vell's Edition  1874, p, a66,
t Op fit. Vol.' U, 1813, pp  503-5

